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the requirement of uniform service, reasonable rates, the valuation of 
investments, and the regulation and ownership by municipalities of pub- 
lic utility plants. There are, of course, other treatises which deal more 
exhaustively with special topics relating to the law governing public 
utilities, as for example, the criteria determining the reasonableness of 
rates, but as a general treatise the work is eminently satisfactory. Es- 
pecially welcome are the concluding chapters dealing with municipal 
bureaus or commissions and state public utility commissions. The 
texts of the public service commissions law of New York, and of the 
public utilities laws of Wisconsin and Indiana are given as appendices. 
A satisfactory index is provided. Space will not permit a critical exam- 
ination of the doctrines of the volume, but the reviewer would say that 
he has found little opportunity for a difference of opinion. 

The Civil War and Reconstruction in Florida. By William Wat- 
son Davis. (New York: Columbia University Press, 1913. 
Pp. 769.) 

This study finds its proper place in that steadily growing body of 
monographic literature dealing with the Civil War and Reconstruction. 
Dr. Davis has performed for Florida the task which was performed for 
Georgia as early as 1901 by E. C. Woolley in The Reconstruction of 
Georgia, for Virginia in 1904 by H. J. Eckenrode in The History of Re- 
construction in Virginia, for South Carolina in 1905 by J. P. Hollis in 
Reconstruction in South Carolina, for Maryland in 1909 by W. S. Myers in 
The Self-Reconstruction of Maryland, 1864-1867, and for Louisana in 
1010 by J. R. Ficklen in a History of Reconstruction in Louisiana. Be- 
sides the work on Reconstruction contained in parts III and IV of the 
volume the author has given us in parts I and II a treatment of Florida's 
relation to the Civil War. 

Although this book presents a number of obvious defects it is not 
without merit as a work of historical research. The sources, which the 
author declares were "in reality scattered and scant," have apparently 
been thoroughly examined. The evidence adduced in support of his posi- 
tions is generally first hand information, the product of patient research. 

Not a few questions of more than local interest are treated in this vol- 
ume. From the chapter on secession the Civil War appears not to have 
been the unpopular uprising, pressed forward solely by a slavocracy, that 
it is sometimes represented to have been. The contention that the war 
was a project of the debtor class to repudiate its debts is speedily dis- 
missed as worthy of slight consideration. 
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The chapter entitled "The Economic Adjustment to the War" treats 
in an interesting manner a phase of history too often neglected by his- 
torians. The futile efforts of the State to adjust values by legislation 
remind one of labor legislation in England in the fourteenth century. 
The chapter leaves no doubt that "the war entailed, in fact, a temporary 
industrial revolution, " and that scarcity of food toward the end of the 
war worked wonders in diminishing the fighting strength of Florida. 

The author's best work is without doubt to be found in that part of 
his book devoted to Reconstruction. Unlike many of the earlier chap- 
ters of the work, a few of the chapters in books III and IV command 
unflagging interest and represent some patient if not always discriminat- 
ing research. The results of his work do not revolutionize but confirm 
accepted opinion concerning Reconstruction in general. He finds that 
for nine years the State was wracked by political wrangling, violence, and 
mutual suspicion. "The attempt to found a commonwealth govern- 
ment upon the votes of an ignorant negro electorate proved a failure 
.... It made the Solid South." 

The book's greatest fault is its lack of proper abridgement by the 
elimination of irrelevant matter and of uninteresting, unnecessary detail. 
To a certain extent throughout the entire work and especially in books 
I and II are signs of "padding" and of efforts to impart interest to dry 
facts by a show of literary style. An example of what is referred to as 
"padding," are the seventeen pages devoted to a detailed account in 
diary form of skirmishes not worthy in the author's own estimation of the 
name of "organized campaign." At another point ten lines are quoted 
from the diary of a soldier with no other apparent purpose than to show 
that "the night came cloudless." Entire paragraphs are given up to 
such trivial matters as the conversation of soldiers on the march concern- 
ing the danger of snake-bites. 

John H. Russell. 

European Cities at Work. ByF. C.Howe. (New York: Charles 
Scribners' Sons, 1913. Pp. 361.) 

In European Cities at Work, Dr. Howe has added to his previous 
contributions another highly interesting study in city government by 
giving a vivid account of the social activities of German and British 
municipalities. With the political functions of cities, the book has no 
concern; it deals chiefly with communistic undertakings, and with 
organization only so far as necessarily involved. It is a connected 



